Poinciana Park Civic Association Meeting

Wednesday, June 11, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. IBEW Building 201 SE 24th Street

Agenda:

1. Open Meeting, Dwight Ledbetter

2. Fort Lauderdale Police Report (no FLPD present)

3. Atty. Robert Lockery & Jason North of Concentra Medical re Parking Reduction

4. Homeless Activity Report – Raymond Dettmann

5. Treasurer’s Report – DJ Parker 

6. Secretary’s Report – Karen Benson 

7. Parks Director Report – Robert Malsberry

8. Distribution of Community Flyers/Volunteers – Dwight Ledbetter 

Board Members Present: Dwight Ledbetter, President; Gene Dinah, Vice President; DJ Parker, Treasurer; Karen Benson, Secretary; Robert Malsberry, Parks Director; and Raymond Dettmann
Others Present: John Barranco, Terry Becker, Cal Deal, Carlos Gonzalez, Robert Lockery, Jason North, Perpetua Simon (by proxy), and Cindy Spicer (by proxy)

Dwight Ledbetter called to meeting to order @ 7:10 p.m. Minutes for last three meetings read with quorum, Motion passed to approve.

Concentra Medical Centers:  They have purchased Sunshine Medical Center and are asking for parking reduction.  In 2003 a reduction to 17 parking spaces was permitted by the City for Sunshine Medical to use 6000 square feet of the 8000 square foot building.  Concentra is now expanding into the remaining 2000 square feet of the building which requires 5 additional spaces.  They want to improve the parking area behind the building to meet requirements of a enclose dumpster.  The improvements mean a reduction to nine spaces.  It was mentioned that some of the parking spaces have signs for certain businesses only where Concentra business will not be able to use. Lockery advised that when Concentra takes control of the building and the parking reduction is approved, it will give them control of the parking spaces and signage for spaces as well.  Concentra business hours will be Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Their goal is to get their patients in and out in an hour or less.  They have 55 patients a day on average now.  Concern is that they add more doctors, nurses or patients and will run short on parking spaces. They plan a maximum of four doctors.  Concentra currently operates 320 facilities around the country and have no current parking problems.  The reasons they give for not requiring as many spaces as other medical offices is the speed of patients going in and out, many clients are in the yachting industry and do not drive to their center, and Concentra has a van service.  Motion made to give letter of support to a parking reduction with restriction that the use is to be a medical clinic and not a multi-doctor office facility in the future.  Those in favor of a letter of support: 9, those not in favor: 2. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: $1,793.29 with no changes from the last report (copies were distributed).

Homeless Activity:  A homeless camp has appeared in the Publix shopping center’s little used west parking lot.  There is effort to get homeless outreach officers to work on it.  There has been an uptick of drug dealing in the neighborhood by young adults living behind Water Play. There are a couple of gangs living on 23rd Street.  

Parks Report:  “There have been wide fluctuations in water usage lately.  As a result, some modifications of the pumps in the Park’s pump house will be necessary.  The pumps will be adjusted to accommodate this.  For us, it means that plumbers and trucks will soon be coming and going on the access road.  Once the truck activity starts, it should end within a couple of weeks.”  We can still call the police to come and route people with a spot light at night.  As grass in the park is new sod, we are allowed to water as often as it takes to keep the grass alive.  As for graffiti in the park, park maintenance people all have spray cans and they paint it over as soon as they see it.  Some graffiti is done with stencils.    

Coleman Pruitt follow up re City Jail:  There is no restriction for a city to open a jail, however reopening the old one is not recommended as complying with statutes to bring it to current code are restricting as much would have to be done to bring it into compliance with current standards.  It is currently being used as a holding facility.  

Newsletter: We will need distributors and contributing advertisers. Mission Statement was approved and is to be included as follows “The mission of the Poinciana Park Civic Association (PPCA) is to promote awareness in our neighborhood through communication and education with our neighbors and local government to protect and improve our property values and quality of life.”

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

